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Week 5 Grade 6 ELA (Roman Myths and Legends) 

THIS WEEK’S LEARNING STANDARDS 

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.9: Compare and contrast one author's presentation of events with that of another 

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Monday 4/27 
This Week’s Reading:  

• Read the Roman God and Goddess 
Myths: Vulcan and Minerva (p.2-5) 

Written Reflection:  

• Complete Reading Reflection (p.6) 
 

Tuesday 4/28 
Sentence Writing 101- 

• What is a fragment sentence? 

• What is a run-on sentence?  
Find out what they are and how to fix them 
(p.7-8). 

 

Wednesday 4/29- 

• Review “How to Write a Paragraph” 
worksheet (p.9). 

• Use the paragraph format you have 
learned in ELA to write your 3 
paragraphs for your “Myth World 
Problem Solving” worksheet. 

 Thursday 4/30 

• Complete the Create a Myth World 
Invention worksheet (p.10-12) 
 

Friday 5/1 

• Reading Log Questions (p.13) 

• Finalize invention project 
 
Want to learn more about Greek/Roman 
Mythology and Inventions?  Check out 
these videos! 

• Link to Arachne Myth here. 

• Gods and Robots: Myths, Machines, 
and Ancient Dreams of Technology 
link here 

• The Greek Myth of Talos, the first 
robot link here  

• The Myth of Icarus and Daedulus link 
here 

Need Help? Contact Us 
Ms. Plas 
mplas@northmasonschools.org 
Hours M-F, 12-5 
ZOOM Meeting ID: 669332500, Password 
224566 
Mon/Wed 1PM-2PM 
 
Mrs. Daoud   
edaoud@northmasonschools.org                    
Hours M-F, 10-3               
ZOOM Meeting ID: 491 306 3842, Password 
31424 
Tues/Thurs 11AM-12PM 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/6/9/
https://youtu.be/XvUHcsZOhJ8
https://youtu.be/EVDmi7zWtyE
https://youtu.be/vVTA-E3G8bQ
https://youtu.be/3s2QPQnuaGk
https://youtu.be/3s2QPQnuaGk
mailto:Mplas@northmasonschools.org
mailto:edaoud@northmasonschools.org
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Mythology:  The God and Goddess of Inventions, Minerva and Vulcan 

 

Minerva, Goddess of Wisdom and Crafts (and Medicine, Poetry, Warfare) 

Minerva was born without a mother. Her father was the mighty Jupiter, king of all the gods. Minerva was born 

directly out of Jupiter' brain. You read that right. She was born out of her dad’s brain.  Jupiter loved all his children, but if 

he had to pick a favorite, it would probably have been Minerva, the goddess of wisdom. Minerva was a powerful force, 

and one of the deities who made up the Dei Consentes, the Roman Council of 12 gods. There are many myths about 

Minerva. Here is one of them. 

As the story goes … 

In ancient times, each town had a special deity, a god that looked after them. Neptune, Lord of the Sea, was a very 

powerful god. He loved attention. He loved having towns build temples to worship him. He loved the gifts people brought 

him.  Neptune was always on the lookout for towns that had not yet been claimed by a god. He wanted as many towns as 

possible to call his own. Although towns could only have one god to watch over them, gods could watch over as many 

towns as they chose. 

One day, Minerva, goddess of wisdom, and Neptune, lord of the sea, both claimed a coastal village. Normally, the people 

in the village would have been thrilled to be selected by a god to watch over them. But two gods at once? A town could 

have only one guardian, and they did not want to choose. They did not want to anger either god. 

Minerva, who was wise as well as beautiful, understood their worry. She suggested that both gods should give the town 

a gift. The townspeople could decide which gift was better. Neptune loved the idea. The townspeople, if possible, were 

even more nervous than before. 

 

https://rome.mrdonn.org/romangods/jupiter.html
https://rome.mrdonn.org/romangods/12gods.html
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Neptune tapped the side of the mountain. Water flowed out in a beautiful stream. Fresh water was so important. The 

people were sure Neptune had won. When they tasted the water, they tried to smile, but they had to spit the water out. 

It was salt water! 

Then Minerva waved her hand. An olive tree began to grow. The people tasted the olives. Smiles broke out. The olives 

were delicious. The olive tree would provide food, shelter, and oil for cooking. It was a magnificent gift indeed. 

But no coastal village would risk angering the lord of the sea, the mighty Neptune. Fortunately for the people, they did 

not have to choose. 

Neptune threw back his head and laughed his mighty roar. "Yours is a far better gift than mine, my lovely niece. The village 

is yours!" 

Additional Minerva Tidbits:  

• Inventing the Flute. Minerva is thought to have invented the flute by piercing holes into boxwood. She enjoyed 

the music but became embarrassed by how it made her face look when her cheeks puffed out to play. Because of 

this she threw it away and it landed on a riverbank where it was found by a satyr. 

• Symbols: Owl of Minerva, olive tree, serpent of wisdom 

The Roman Myth of How Spiders Came into Existence 

Minerva  hears a disturbing rumor while hanging out with the Muses. According to the rumor, a young girl named 

Arachne has recently boasted to her village that she is a better weaver than Minerva. Arachne has even issued a challenge, 

claiming that she will beat Minerva in a weaving contest if the goddess has the courage to accept. Outraged, Minerva 

disguises herself as an old woman and visits Arachne. She tries to persuade Arachne to take back the challenge. She argues 

that old age has made her wise, and that Arachne should heed her advice. Arachne, feisty as ever, grows angry at the old 

woman and ignores the advice. Again, Arachne demands that Minerva appear to accept her challenge. Minerva sheds her 

disguises and agrees to the contest. Oh yeah, it's on, baby. 

The two set up looms and get crackin'. When the weaving is finished, a dumbfounded Minerva is forced to admit that 

Arachne's work is top-notch. This only makes Minerva angrier, and she begins whacking Arachne with a piece of wood 

from her loom. Minerva continues to beat Arachne until the young girl can't stand it any longer. To escape the beating, 

Arachne hangs herself. Seeing the poor girl dead, Minerva has a moment of pity. She brings Arachne back to life and 

then transforms her into a spider, so that she can continue her weaving. Nice one, Minerva (Shmoops). 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Owl_of_Minerva
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olive_tree
https://www.shmoop.com/athena-minerva/
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Vulcan God of Fire and Forge 

Who Is Vulcan? 

In addition to being known as the Roman god of fire and a member council of gods, Vulcan had the distinction of being 

the only ugly god. His father, Jupiter, had numerous children, but none with his wife, Juno, who wanted her own child. 

Juno decided to have a baby on her own, which led to the birth of Vulcan. He was a red-faced and crying baby, so 

unattractive that the shocked Juno tossed him off Mount Olympus. After a full day and night of falling from the heavens, 

he landed in the sea. 

The fallen child broke both of his legs, which left him with a permanent limp. The sea nymphs collected the child and 

raised him. He spent his young years happily wandering the beach, where he found coal which he collected in shells and 

stored in an underwater grotto. Eventually, he made a fire from the coal and learned to craft beautiful objects. 

Vulcan became so skillful he became known as the blacksmith of the gods. He created their objects of beauty and magical 

weapons. 

Origin 

The talented craftsmen had a special love and appreciation for one of the nymphs who saved him and crafted a stunning 

pearl necklace as a gift. She was most proud of her necklace and wore it to a god party on Mount Olympus. Juno was 

amazed by its beauty and insisted on knowing how to acquire one for herself. Upon learning that it was her abandoned 

child who crafted the beautiful object, she insisted he return to her. 

Vulcan wasn’t very enthusiastic about returning to the home of the mother who tossed him off a mountain. Instead, he 

sends a gift to Juno. It was a magical chair made of gold and adorned with jewels. Delighted with her gift, Juno promptly 

sat down on it, but the chair entrapped her with unbreakable chains. There she sat for three days, unable to leave her 

seat. 

Finally, Jupiter made a deal with Vulcan to save his wife. He promised Vulcan the beautiful goddess Venus in return for 

Juno’s release. Vulcan returned to Mount Olympus and had his stunning bride. 

Marriage of Vulcan 

Venus was the goddess of beauty and was considered the fairest of all the goddesses. Maybe because she wasn’t content 

being married to an “ugly” god, Venus was always flirting with other gods. 

 

https://mythology.net/greek/greek-concepts/mount-olympus/
https://mythology.net/
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At one point, Venus took up an affair with Mars, the god of war, and the brother of her husband. When he learned of the 

relationship, Vulcan was outraged, and he crafted an unbreakable golden net to trap the lovers. He had them caught in 

the net and called the other gods to ridicule and embarrass them. However, events didn’t quite pan out as he hoped. 

Jupiter was irritated with him embarrassing him, and the other gods made fun of Vulcan instead. According to the legends, 

whenever Venus had an affair, Vulcan would get so angry he would erupt a volcano. This is the reason there are so very 

many volcanoes. 

Minerva 

One day, Jupiter had a terrible headache that wouldn’t subside. To be helpful, Vulcan took an axe and split open his 

father’s head. Minerva, the goddess of wisdom, was created as she sprung out of Jupiter’s split head. Vulcan fell in love 

with her immediately, but she wasn’t interested in the ugly god at all and turned him down flat. 

Modern Influence 

Perhaps the most notable reference in modern culture to Vulcan is the race of extraterrestrial aliens being named after 

him in Star Trek. The Vulcan planet had a surface filled with fire, fields of lava and volcanoes, seemingly in direct reference 

to the god. The Vulcanite race appeared to have a greenish hue due to their copper-based blood (Vulcan was the god of 

metals). Additionally, like the Roman god, Star Trek’s Vulcans were skilled craftsmen and were known for originating 

technology. 

 

Spock, Science Officer and First Officer of Starship Enterprise, half-Vulcan.  

“Live long and prosper.” 
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Minerva/Vulcan Myth Reading Reflection  

Directions: Answer the questions using complete sentences. 

1. In the following 4 boxes, draw the origin story of Minerva using information from both the Vulcan and 
Minerva myths.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2. Why was Vulcan not accepted by his mother, Juno?  What did Juno do to him?  

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Minerva and Vulcan are both gods known for their bad tempers. Give an example of why they lost their 

temper and what’s the result of their rage fest? 

a. Minerva  

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

b. Vulcan 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Learning to Write a Proper Sentence: Fragment Vs Run-On 

Being able to write a sentence correctly is a simple way to improve your writing.  Proper punctuation helps your 

writing flow smoothly by helping your reader understand when an idea is complete and when a new one is 

beginning. To write a sentence correctly it’s important to know the difference between a sentence fragment 

and a run-on sentence. 

1. A sentence fragment is an incomplete sentence. It does not express a complete idea.  

Since she lost.   

Since she lost...what? To have a complete sentence, you would need to finish the thought. For example:  Since 

she lost the race, Tilda was ineligible to compete in the Olympics.  

2. A run-on sentence is not a grammatically correct sentence because it contains two or more 

complete sentences. 

Tilda was ineligible to compete in the Olympics she went home with her family. 

There are two ways you can fix this sentence. You can either make it two sentences 

Tilda was ineligible to compete in the Olympics. She went home with her family.  

or combine them with a conjunction (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so). An easy way to remember conjunctions is 

to call them F.A.N.B.O.Y.S.  

Tilda was ineligible to compete in the Olympics, so she went home with her family.  

*** 
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Grammar Worksheet  

Directions: In the blank beside each sentence, identify if a sentence is a fragment, run-on, or complete 

sentence. If the sentence is a fragment or a run-on, fix it and write the complete sentence(s) on the line 

provided. 

Example: Had a good time. fragment 

We had a good time at the park.   

1. We went to the drive-in theater Mia got an extra-large popcorn. _________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. The boy with the red balloon. ______________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. In the morning for breakfast. __________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. The cookies were delicious, so Janson ate six. ____________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Brayden was chased by a monkey it was hilarious. ____________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. To ride world’s biggest rollercoaster. ____________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. We climbed to the top of the mountain and enjoyed the view. ___________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. The monster below the bed. ________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. We played UNO Samuel had to draw 4 five times. ____________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Jaea always eat Alivia’s share of the snacks! ____________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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How to Write a Paragraph 

A paragraph is a group of sentences that express an idea or explore a specific aspect of a topic. When writing, 

make sure that each paragraph has these 5 components.  

1. Create a topic sentence. A topic sentence tells you what this paragraph will be about.  

2. Explain your topic.  

3. Give an example and/or evidence. 

4. Explain the example and/or evidence.. 

5. Complete the paragraph’s idea or transition into the next idea.  

Here’s an example of a well-written paragraph: 

Tardigrades, also known as “water bears” and “moss piglets,” are proof that the life on Earth can survive 

extreme climate change (1).  Tardigrades are almost-microscopic creatures that live and thrive in extreme parts 

of the planet (2). For example, tardigrades have been found in the bottom of the Mariana trench (the deepest 

part of the ocean) and on the tops of mountains. According to Astrobio, “tardigrades can survive the process of 

freezing or thawing, as well as changes in salinity [saltiness], extreme vacuum pressure conditions [like those in 

space], and a lack of oxygen. Tardigrades also are resistant to levels of X-ray radiation that are hundreds of times 

more lethal to humans and other organisms” (3).  Tardigrades don't just adapt, but also thrive in extreme 

conditions (4). Perhaps we should be looking to tardigrades for ideas to how humans can survive climate change 

(5).  

*My next paragraph could then explore HOW tardigrades can help us learn to survive climate change.  

 

A tardigrade 
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My Myth World Invention 

In Social Studies, you have written three solutions to problems that your Mythological World could face. Refer 

to your Myth World Problem sheet.  Choose one solution/problem for which you would like to design an 

invention.  Fill out the following activity sheet using complete sentences!  

FYI: This assignment is like the Novel Engineering project that we did during the Home of the Brave unit for the 

story excerpt from Long Walk to Water.  For that project, you and your teammates designed a prototype to help 

solve some of Nya’s many problems (dirty water, thorns, heat, dehydration, etc.) and then explained how it 

would work. For this, you will only be required to draw the prototype and explain it.  

1. What is the problem you want to help fix in your Mythological World?  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why is it a problem? Give an example. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Use this blank space to sketch out ideas/brainstorm: 
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Name of Your Invention: 

 

Draw a picture of your invention! Label the parts and explain how it works. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

 12  
 

Invention Questions 

Now, write a complete paragraph where each sentence answers the following questions.  

1. What did you decide to invent? What would name your invention?  

My invention is for…. 

I call it a…. 

2. What does your invention do? What is the problem you hope to solve with your invention?  

I hope to solve the problem of... 

3. How does your invention make life better or more convenient?  

This makes life easier by … 

4. Who would use this product? (Ex: explorers, children, older people, people with disabilities, the 
military, etc.)  

The ____________________ would be used by ______________________ to help them 
_____________________________________________________________. 

5. What would you tell people to convince them that they should buy this product? 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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READING LOG: 

Title of Book:___________________________________ Author: ____________________________ 

Pages Read:_____________ 

If you are reading a nonfiction book, tell me 2 new things you learned this week. 

1. ____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

If you are reading a fiction book, describe your favorite scene from this week’s reading.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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